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FBI Says It Had an Opportunity 
To£ftAriid. on Hunt for Ray 


nlted Press International 


The reference to revisions may have 


The FBI says it was given an oppor- 
tunity to edit and approve- an article 
on the search for and capture of 
James Earl Kay before it was pub- 
lished by Reader's Digest. 

A memo in the FBI files on the as- 
sassination cf the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. said the article was submit- 
ted to the bureau for editing by the 
author, Jeremiah O’Leary. 

O’Leary was described as “a very 
reliable contact at the (Washington) 
Evening Star.” 

The memo said that before publica- 
tion, the FBI believed that “it would 
be greatly to our advantage to have 
the benefit of reading it and offering 
any changes we feel necessary.” 

“Immediately after he (O’Leary) 
submitted the manuscript to the bu- 
reau for review and any changes we 
desired made, Ray was apprehended 
in London,” the memo said. 

The memo did not make clear 
whether the FBI actually edited the 
material, but it concluded with a rec- 
ommendation that “the attached re- 
vised manujciipt of O’Leary’s article 
be returned to the crime records divi- 
sion so that it can be turned over to 
the Washington office of the Reader’s 
Digest. ...” 


indicated changes made by the maga- 
zine. 

The article was revised by O’Leary 
to add material on Ray’s arrest. 

The article was published in the Au- 
gust, 1968, issue of Reader’s Digest as 
an account of the FBI role in “the 
greatest manhunt in law enforcement 
history.” 

O’Leary told United Press Interna- 
tional he could not recall having made 
an arrangement that the FBI have 
pre-publication editing priviledges, 
“but, 1 don’t deny it” 

“I probably would have agreed to 
submit it to them if I had had to,” he 
said. “I would not have objected. They 
gave me most of the information.” 

He said the magazine might have 
submitted the manuscript to the FBI. 

Asked if he saw anything improper 
about making such an editing arrange- 
ment with the FBI, O’Leary said, “No/ 
and I don’t now. I’d prefer not to, but 
I don’t see anything evil in it.” 

He said writers sometimes “get 
painted into that kind of a corner” 
where sources of information demand 
pre-publication privileges in exchange 
for the information. 



